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 CONCERNS ASSOCIATED WITH

             SERVING IN THE MILITARY:        
“I was 19 years old, and I’d always been told to do what the grown-ups told me to do. But now I’ll tell my sons, to use their own judgment, to forget about authority, to use their own conscience. I wish somebody had told me that before I went to Vietnam. I didn’t know.” --Charles Hutto 

(a U.S. soldier who participated in the massacre of hundreds of innocent men, women and children at My Lai Vietnam). 

DO YOUR HOMEWORK FIRST—KNOW WHAT TO EXPECT                                                                                                       
Death: The death rate of U.S. military men and women climbs every day.  As of 12/03/07, the US identified the number killed in Iraq.  The totals are up to—3,900 identified and unidentified men and women killed in combat.                                            
Serious physical injury including Loss of limbs: The injury rate also climbs everyday. As of 12/03/07, 28,451 military men and women have suffered serious physical injury. Of these, 60% have suffered injuries to the head and neck including traumatic brain injury.  Approximately 20,000 brain injuries were received during combat in Iraq and Afghanistan.  These were not listed in the Pentagon tally.  (USA Today 11/13/07)                                                                                                                                                     Loss of a Friend: More than half of the men and women serving in Iraq reported deaths or injuries in their own unit:  72-76% reported they knew someone seriously injured or killed.                                                                               Mental Health Problems:  Of those serving--20% exhibited problems in mental health, 16%-17% experienced acute stress, 8%-9% were diagnosed with depression or severe anxiety.  Of those screened as positive for mental health issues, only 38-42% actually sought help.  Professional help was not available due to reduction in personnel.  One reason was that counselors in the Army fell from 230 counselors (in 4/06) to 174 counselors (in 5/07).                                                                          
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Exposure to Chemical weapons of war: Many have been exposed to depleted uranium (dust traces at airstrike sites) and Lariam (an antimalarial agent with a side effect of psychosis).  Many have been provided insufficient body armor.  Many have suffered from infectious diseases.  The U.S. military has used radioactive weapons made from nuclear waste.  These are just a few of the health risks of this war. And exposure to these risks result in cancer, leukemia, kidney and liver disease, thyroid problems, respiratory problems, fatigue, increased infant mortality and increased birth defects. 
Suicide: Suicides have been increasing among younger men and women.   In 2006, 93% were 30 or younger. “The current suicide prevention training was not designed for a combat/deployed environment.”  (Office of the Surgeon General US Army Medical Command)
Divorce:  As the war has continued, a greater number of soldiers have reported marital problems—infidelity and divorce.  These have increased from 22% (2004-6) to 27% (2005-7).  At present, one third of married soldiers have shared that they plan to divorce at the end of their service.
Deterioration of ethics:  Attitudes deteriorate with the number of deployments.  Only 38-47% of military men and women thought that civilians should be treated with dignity and respect. Well over a third believed that torture should be allowed in certain situations. Only 40-55% claimed they would report anyone for injuring or killing an innocent civilian.   Today, the numbers are: 100 Iraqi civilians are killed to each US soldier killed.  (100-1)

                WHEN VETERANS RETURN                                                                                                                                                       

                   The  REST OF THE STORY                                   

[image: image3.emf]

 One of the most important decisions a person will ever make is whether or not to join the military. It shouldn’t be taken lightly.   The decision you make will change  your life forever.

Homelessness: In 2006, approximately 195,827 veterans were homeless on any given night. During 2006, an estimated 336,627 veterans were homeless at some time during the year.  Veterans make up a disproportionate share of homeless people, roughly 26%. (National Alliance to End Homelessness --files Nov 8, 2008).                                                                       Suicide: There are 120 known suicides among vets each and every week. One age group stands out--20-24 years old--for those who have served during the Iraq War. They have had the highest suicide rate among all veterans, 2-4 times higher than their American peers of the same age group. (November 13, 2007 CBS News)                                                                   Low Paying Job: A recent survey found that 76% of veterans felt unable to effectively transfer their military skills to civilian skills.  The average veteran will earn 85 cents less per hour than their American peers (about $1700 per year).                                             Lack off Education: Less than  50% who signed up for educational  funding actually receive any.  After multiple deployments many report they are no longer interested in college due to PTSD or family responsibilities.                                                                                      [image: image4.emf]




Incarceration: In 1998, many veterans were held in state and federal prisons--an estimated 56,500 (Vietnam War) and 18,500 (Persian Gulf War).   About 35% were convicted of homicide or sexual assault—compared to general population of 20%.   Among violent state prisoners, the average sentence of veterans was 50 months longer than the average of the general population. (Statistics regarding incarceration of Iraq veterans have not been found.)                                                  Post Traumatic Stress Disorder:  Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) can be identified at any time  after the soldier returns home.  First initial screens indicate the percentage was low (4.4%)for those who needed treatment (PTSD). Six months later, a second screening found 11.7%.   It may take several months for emotional disorders to emerge.  PTSD may last a lifetime. (Journal of the American Medical Association)                                                                                  Possible prosecution for crimes against humanity: The U.S. assaulted and occupied Iraq without the consent of the United Nations Security Council.  In doing so, we violated the same body of laws we accused Iraq of breaching.  In modern warfare, most casualties are civilians.  A soldier may have to kill or witness the killing of a child, a mother, a father or an entire family.   

In November 2005, 24 innocent Iraqi civilians (in Haditha) were massacred by U.S. marines.  It was covered up by the U.S. military.  The question is,“How many units in Iraq are currently hiding a Haditha?”

After the conviction of Lieutenant William Calley (1968) for the My Lai massacre in Viet Nam, many vets felt it unjust that he was singled out.  According to Colonel Oran Henderson, “Every unit of brigade size has its My Lai hidden someplace.”

If you would like to help get out information recruiters may neglect  to share please join us by calling 214-3821 or  email:      onepeople43@hotmail.com


